


• The role of the Structural Steel Specialist

• Messaging points for structural steel fabricators

• AISC Market Development National Programs

• Additional tools and resources

Roadmap



Structural Steel Specialist



What’s in your toolkit to win with steel?



Simply:  Create 
Unified Message

Toolkit Topics:  9 
messaging points

Now Whats on the 
horizon

The Why The How The FutureThe When



The Why | Why is this important to you







Unified 
Message



What’s in it for you?



Three-Legged Race



The How | What messaging topics are currently                                             
available





● Fabricator Expertise

● Early Involvement

● Bring Value by 
Reducing Cost

● Change their Minds

Adaptability—
Change, Change, 
Change



Less is More

• Superior Strength-
to-Weight ratio

• Larger bays
• Longer spans
• Smaller and     

fewer columns



AISC Certification—
The Gold Standard for 
Consistent Quality

What does it take?

Higher quality.
Lower risk.



Specify excellence, 
every time.

• Time = Money
– Save you the effort
– Specify Certified

• AHJ’s
– No Special Weld 

Inspections



Resilience:
Strong in all the 
right ways

• Compression—
no problem

• Tension—
no problem

• Mass doesn’t equal 
resilience



Ductile
+
Durable

Resilience: 
Steel helps your 
community get 
back on its feet.



Resilience -
Case Study:
Wilshire Grand Center, 
Los Angeles

• Only possible with steel—
19,900 tons exactly

• BRB’s allow immediate 
occupancy after 475-yr

seismic event
• Designed to not collapse during 

a 2,475-yr earthquake event 



U.S. mills produce roughly 
10 million tons of structural 
steel annually. Enough to 
meet the demands of the 
built environment.

Full strength, from day one

Reduce the critical path



No material 
can match 
steel’s speed

• 200 Park Avenue—
Speedcore
(35% erection 

schedule reduction)
• North Hall (RISD)—

Hybrid Steel/wood 
system, six stories in 
three weeks



The U.S. Leads the World

Drops

The Most 
Sustainable Choice



Sustainability Pledges

• Nucor pledges to reduce greenhouse gas intensity by 35% by 2030
• Steel Dynamics pledges to go carbon neutral by 2050
• Cleveland Cliffs pledges to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 25% 

by 2030
• Gerdau has just launched an 80-megawatt solar farm to generate 

clean, renewable electricity for its production line



• 93% Recycled 
Content (Average)

• 100% Recyclable

Two figures that 
only American 
Steel is:



COST:                  
Best Value for 
Your Money

• Innovative Materials

• Fabricator Value
– Collaboration
– Relationships
– Expertise



Example:
Project cost: $50 million
Structure (12%): $50 million (0.12) = $6 m
Material (33%): $6 million (0.33) = $1.98 m

If the price of material increases 5%: 
$1,980,000 (0.05) = $99,000

Cost:  
Do the Math

Actual impact: 
$99,000 / 
$50 million = 
only 0.2%



Don’t worry. This will be in your inbox by tomorrow.



The When | When can we start implementation



The Future | Next Steps and Future Programs







One-on-One member 
visits with Clients

Outreach and 
Collaboration

COSP - AGC/ABC 
presentations

Regional Fabricator 
Group Messaging



AISC Market Development National Programs



Fabricator Engagement - Rex Buchanan (buchanan@aisc.org)
Architect Engagement – Alex Morales (morales@aisc.org)
Steel-Framed Parking Garages – Brian Ward (ward@aisc.org)
Steel Wins – David Fennell (fennell@aisc.org)

AISC Market Development National Programs



Architect Engagement - PartILLATION







Steel-Framed Parking Garages



People not Parking
First and Last Impressions
Safety & Security
Architectural Appeal
Economical
Adaptable
Durable

Steel-Framed 
Parking?



Steel
Wins



Additional Toolkit Items



First and Foremost:     
Push Communication

Secondly:
Push Collaboration

Toolkit Resources: 
Code of Standard Practice



Toolkit Resources: Economics





Jonathan Tavarez 
773.636.8544
tavarez@aisc.org




